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Before I begin, if you’ve yet to purchase your cutter, price shop before you buy. There are some great deals out there. Be very wary, however, of E-Bay offers. There have been some scams.

(1) Don’t try to do “everything” with your cutter the first day! As a scrapbooker, you’ve purchased the most versatile tool you’ve ever owned. However, it’s a complicated tool relative to the other umpteen tools you’ve purchased in the past.  There’s a lot to learn.

(2) Read, read, read! Read the instruction manual that comes with your cutter. Read the screen as you’re installing the software, controller, and drivers. Read the various member tutorials that are available. You can download some useful ones from www.ilovecraftrobo.com
(3) Use your available resources to ask questions. Join the EasyWishblade Yahoo group and the regular Wishblade Yahoo group. There are two message boards also available: www.mywishblade.com and www.paperthreads.com. Also, feel free to post here at Wishblade Venting. There are lots of members out there happy to help you. If you feel there’s a mechanical problem, then contact Tech Support right away.

(4) Learn how to operate the cutter first! Know what NOT to do and how to protect your mat, cutting strip, and blade. Start with cutting circles or rectangles. Then proceed to cutting out letters with your own fonts. Experiment with paper versus cardstock and changing cap colors and settings. For the first few days, don’t worry about Print and Cuts, auto-tracing and connected letter titles! 

(5) Understand font management. I personally like a free program called The Font Thing. It allows me to view samples of all my fonts and temporarily load the ones I want to use. There are other free font utility programs available. The important thing is to understand that you don’t want to install thousands of fonts in Windows as it will bog down opening many programs. Learn how to just pick and temporarily install a font you want to use for a particular cut and then uninstall it.

(6) Test out the drawing tools. They’re quite easy to use and tracing can be quick and fun. But if you decide you don’t like to trace, then proceed to try out programs that will auto-trace for you.

(7) Gather free gsd files that are available at all of the various Yahoo groups and message boards. Using someone else’s tracing is faster than creating your own.

(8) When the time comes, don’t fear Print and Cuts or the reverse Cut and Prints. Again, there are tutorials available to teach you the tips and tricks you need for successful results with either.

(9) Don’t get frustrated! Walk away and do something else if things aren’t going well. If you’re a morning person, then try to play with your new cutter in the morning. Conversely, if you’re a night person, then play with it then. You want to learn at the time of day when you’re at your best.

(10) If you’re not having fun, then you’re not doing it right! Seek help by posting here!  And if you really hate computers, then owning a cutter isn’t going to fix that. You might prefer to check out the new Cricut from Provo Craft or just stick with Sizzix or Quickutz. And that’s okay, too!
